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Commercial success of the DriX and first sale of 

the Ocean model, the largest drone developed by 

Exail 

 

Exail announces today the first commercial success of the DriX O-16 "Ocean", the largest drone in its range. 

Measuring 16 meters in length and with increased autonomy, this new transoceanic autonomous surface 

vessel was officially launched in 2024. At the very end of December, a first client from the Asia-Pacific region 

chose the DriX O-16 to develop drone hydrography capabilities. During the same month, two other clients 

decided to acquire a DriX H-8, the first DriX model already operational on all continents for hydrography 

applications. 

In total, these three commercial successes represent nearly €15 million in new drone orders for Exail, 

complementing the excellent commercial momentum of 2024. 

The DriX O-16 transoceanic is designed for long-duration missions of up to 30 days and covering a distance 

of up to 3,500 nautical miles, equivalent to crossing the Atlantic Ocean. With a length of 16 meters, this model 

is based on the same design as the first 8-meter DriX. Equipped with advanced obstacle detection and 

avoidance capabilities powered by artificial intelligence, it benefits from Exail's expertise accumulated over 

more than 40 years in maritime robotics and decision-making autonomy. 

The first client for the transoceanic model, a leading player in the civil sector, will exploit the drone's capabilities 

for hydrography missions covering both shallow and deep waters. Equipped with various sensors, including a 

very low-frequency sonar, the DriX has the ability to map the seabed to a depth of 11,000 meters. 

The two DriX H-8 will also be deployed for civil hydrography applications. In France, for SHOM1, the DriX will 

mark a turning point in the transformation of national hydrographic and oceanographic data acquisition means. 

The second vehicle will equip an energy sector company based in Poland. It will be used for seabed mapping 

and geophysical surveys in the Baltic Sea. 

  

 
1 French Naval Hydrographic and Oceanographic Service (Service Hydrographique et Océanographique de la Marine nationale) 



 
 

 
 

 

 

DriX O-16 (foreground) and DriX H-8 during a sea trial in 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Exail Technologies 

Exail Technologies is an industrial company specializing in high technologies in the field of autonomous robotics with 

vertical integration of its activities. The group offers complex systems of drones, navigation, as well as products for 

aerospace and photonics. Exail Technologies ensures performance, reliability, and security for its civil and military clients 

operating in harsh environments and generates its revenue in nearly 80 countries. 

 

 

Exail Technologies is listed on Euronext Paris Compartment B (EXA) and is part of the Euronext Tech Leaders 

segment, which includes over 110 leading or high-growth tech companies in their fields. 

www.exail-technologies.com 
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